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Libraries have been dealing 
with FAIR for physical 
objects for decades

Universiteitsbibliotheek Leiden in 1610. Tekening door Woudanus in Stedeboeck der Nederlanden, Amsterdam: Willem Blaeu, 1649.



De kleur van de pijl 
aanpassen:

Klik met de 
rechtermuisknop op de 
gekleurde pijl en kies voor 
Achtergrond opmaken.
Kies onder Kleur uit de 
Themakleuren een andere 
kleur.

Metadata standards for cataloguing

• International standard for bibliographic description (ISBD)
• Dutch rules for title description (FOBID)
• Anglo american cataloguing rules (AACR)
• Resource description and access (RDA)
• …. 
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Shared cataloguing
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Kies onder Kleur uit de 
Themakleuren een andere 
kleur.

Persistant identifiers – kind of…

• Call number, barcode, RFID-tag
• ISBN - International standard book number
• ISSN - International standard serial number
• ISNI – International standard name identifier
• VIAF – virtual international authority file
• NTA – Dutch national thesaurus for author names
• …
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Version, edition and expression

 • Editions

• Multivolume work and serial 
publications

• Expressions of the same work
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aanpassen:

Klik met de 
rechtermuisknop op de 
gekleurde pijl en kies voor 
Achtergrond opmaken.
Kies onder Kleur uit de 
Themakleuren een andere 
kleur.

Reuse of metadata and objects

 
• Usage license of the physical book is part of the metadata: 

for loan, for consult in the reading room, available as digitized 
object on the internet

• Shared cataloguing = reuse of metadata in optima forma

• Linking objects and metadata through persistant identifiers 



Stability of objects

• Legal task to preserve 
everything published in and 
about the Netherlands

• Protection of material

• Provide alternatives for access

• Add information on restoration 
to the metadata
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Dissemination of content, making content, physical 
books as well as digital objects, findable, 
accessible, interoperable and reusable is in the 
DNA of all my colleague librarians worldwide

Thank you very much for your attention




